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@©a fan gave him, stuffed with ladies’ tights.” 

Although the £30-per-week flat was rented in 
Etchingham’s name, Hendrix tooka role in its 
decoration, and contemporary reports from 
journalists list some of the more unusual items 
found chez Jimi, such as arubber rat, stuffed 
panda, large gong, cine projector and peacock 
feathers. Another interviewee reported a 
bedside table stashed with “grass, amyl nitrate, 
pills and three types of hash”. These latter items, 
Bardwell notes, are not being reproduced. 

The thought ofa rock pad in Mayfair may 
conjure up images of decadent luxury, but the flat 
was not large and the area wasn’t salubrious; a 
long way from the Mayfair we know today. “It 
was quite seedy,” says Bardwell. “One local café 
smitty. OW ner says there was a brothel at the 
He TA back and people sold drugs. But 
JIMI Jimi could play music very 
loudly as there were no 

residential neighbours. It 
was also close to wherever 
he wanted to go — Soho, 
lived here Mayfair, Carnaby Street. 
1968-1969 = Youcould walk everywhere 
tt and people would come back 
fora jam, as they did after he 
played the Albert Hall [in Feb, 1969].” 

But it wasn’t all partying and gigging. Hendrix 
used the flat as a bolthole from his rock life, as he 
briefly embraced domesticity. Etchingham 
recalls evenings at home watching TV, drinking 
tea and playing Risk —- Graham Nash once 
commented that “nobody could ever beat Jimi at 
Risk. No-one. Nobody ever. He would drop acid 
and play Risk, and he was still unbeatable.” 

Nash’s observation points to an interesting 
challenge for the museum, who had previously 
dealt with the centuries-dead Handel. “It’s a 
different job to Handel, because this is living 
history and people who knew Hendrix are still 
around,” says Bardwell. “Hendrix fans want to 
share their experience, like they are validating 
their fanaticism, while the Handel audience have 
alittle more distance and respond differently.” 

Bardwell hopes the audiences will cross over, 
and visitors will explore the two neighbours’ 
individual stories. “You can get tickets for both, 
or just a single to see Hendrix or Handel,” says 
Bardwell, who regularly reflects on the cosmic 
coincidence of having two legendary expat 
musicians living in such proximity over separate 
eras. “It’s completely serendipitous. People talk 
about lines of longitude and latitude on which 
these two greats converge. It’s avery London 
thing and it’s really exciting for us.” PETER WATTS 


1942~1970 


Tickets for Hendrix & Handel In London go on 
sale November 2. See www. handelandhendrix.org 
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Guthrie:little 
guy againsta 
bigworld 


Fifty years on, ARLO GUTHRIE relearnsall18 minutes 
of his trash-talking, anti-war classic one more time 


IFTY YEARS AGO this month, an 
18-year-old college student celebrated 
Thanksgiving with friends at their home 
in Massachusetts and, after dumping 
the trash from the party over a cliff, was 
arrested for littering, fined $20 and ordered to 
pick up the garbage. The 18-year-old was Arlo 
Guthrie and from this seemingly insignificant 
incident grew acounterculture legend. The US 
draft board ruled that Guthrie’s ‘crime’ rendered 
him unfit to fight in Vietnam — a decision he 
welcomed with considerable relief — and the 
bizarre tale was immortalised in an 18-minute 
song anda feature film, which become 
touchstones of America’s tormented psyche 
over the war. The song was “Alice’s Restaurant 
Massacree”, which took up one side of Guthrie’s 
debut LP, released a month 


the Vietnam War had ended and has revived the 
song only once per decade since, relearning the 
marathon monologue for anniversaries. He last 
sang it in 2005. “As it became less immediate 
and more nostalgic, I took it off the set list,” 
Guthrie explains. “But it has taken ona life of 
its own and people still keep asking for it. Why 
people enjoy it is beyond me; maybe because it’s 
astory about a little guy against a big world.” 

He continues to get letters from Vietnam vets 
and currently serving soldiers expressing their 
connection to the song, but says he sees “Alice’s 
Restaurant” as an “anti-stupidity” more than 
an “anti-war” statement, although he concedes 
that the two are inter-connected. “You can’t 
runa war being that stupid,” he notes dryly. 

The hilarious detail of the song’s narrative, 
delivered in the witty, 


before the death of his father, 
Woody, in 1967. Two years later 


came Arthur Penn’s movie, live long enough hasa slapstick quality which 
Alice’s Restaurant, in which ; Guthrie likens to “an old 
Guthrie played himself. to have to learn t Charlie Chaplin movie”. But, 
Somewhat improbably, the again for the 5oth he points, out, thereis little 
arresting officer and blind J 5 or no exaggeration: “It’s an 
judge who sentenced him were anniversary absurd set of circumstances. 
also persuaded to appear. Now ° Who gets arrested for littering? 
Guthrie has embarked upon Arlo Guthrie And who goes to court and 
“The Alice’s Restaurant soth Pe finds themselves before a blind 
ARLOVE 


Anniversary Tour”, a72- city 
jaunt that will fittingly wind 
up next May witha show 
in the former church near 
Stockbridge where the saga 
began. At the time, the 
property was the home of 
Guthrie’s friends, Alice and 
Ray Brock, but he purchased 
the building in 1991 and 
converted it into the Guthrie 
Centre, a not-for-profit 
organisation supporting 
families living with HIV/AIDS 
and other life-threatening 
illnesses, including Huntington’s 
disease, which killed his father. 
He stopped singing “Alice’s 
Restaurant” in the 1970s after 


‘I didn't expect to 


\PPLE PIE 


colloquial, talking blues style 
famously forged by his father, 


judge with pictures as evidence? And 

then to be rejected from the military 
fora littering record? It’s crazy, but it 
describes what actually happened.” 

As he brings the song out of 

retirement only once per decade, at 
68 is he performing it for the final 
time? “Well, Idida30th-anniversary 
tour and then a 4oth-anniversary 
tour. I didn’t expect to live long 
enough to have to learn 

‘Alice’s Restaurant’ again for 
the 50th anniversary...” 

NIGEL WILLIAMSON 


Fulldates for The Alice’s 
Restaurant 50th Anniversary 
Tour can be found at www.arlo. 
net/resources/schedule 
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